Thyroid Cancer in California
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CALIFORNIA CANCER REGISTRY FACT SHEET

THYROID CANCER

Thyroid cancer is a cancer that starts in the thyroid gland. This gland is located at the
front of your neck beneath your voice box (larynx). The thyroid produces hormones
that regulate the body’s metabolism rate and other systems in the body.

Thyroid Cancer Incidence and Mortality Rates, California, 2006-2010

Between 2006 and 2010, women in California had a thyroid cancer incidence rate
that was nearly triple the rate seen in men during that same period (16.1 versus
5.5 new cases per 100,000 persons, respectively). The thyroid cancer mortality
rates, however, were nearly the same for men and women in California (0.5 deaths
per 100,000 males per year and 0.6 deaths per 100,000 females per year).

Thyroid Cancer Incidence Rates, California 2006-2010*
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All Races/ Non-Hispanic African Hispanic Asian/Pacific
Ethnicities White American Islander

With respect to race/ethnicity, non-Hispanic white males and females had the
highest incidence rates (6.5 new cases and 17.7 new cases per 100,000 persons,
respectively) and Hispanic and Asian/Pacific Islander males and Asian/Pacific
Islander females had the highest mortality rates (0.6 deaths, 0.6 deaths, and 1.0
deaths per 100,000 persons, respectively) in the state.

Thyroid Cancer Mortality Rates, California 2006-2010*
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* Rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. Population.
Source: California Cancer Registry, California Department of Public Health.
Prepared by the California Department of Public Health, California Cancer Registry.
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Trends in Thyroid Cancer Incidence and Mortality, California, 1988-2009

CALIFORNIA, 2001-2010

Thyroid cancer incidence in males in California increased slightly between 1988
and 1998, and then began increasing at a statistically significant rate from 1998

through 2009. Among females, the thyroid cancer incidence rate has increased 1 Ooo/o

at a statistically significant rate from 1988 through 2009.

Thyroid Cancer Incidence Trends, California 1988-2009*
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The thyroid cancer mortality rate for both males and females, while relatively low
overall, has increased at a statistically significant rate from 1988 through 2009.

Risk Factors

Thyroid Cancer Mortality Trends, California 1988-2009*
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* Rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. Population.

Source: California Cancer Registry, California Department of Public Health.
Prepared by the California Department of Public Health, California Cancer Registry.
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http://www.cancer.org
http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/wyntk
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