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Update on Hinkley Cancer Incidence

How We Did It There is a proverb that states: "No matter how long the winter, spring is sure to
follow." 2010 data changes was a long laborious "winter" for the cancer registry
profession. Our "spring" at the local and central level is evidenced by reviewing
Chirps! registry procedures for data changes, abstracting and submitting 2010 cases in CSv
02.02, listening to feedback, responding to questions, and soliciting clarifications
when needed. Careful attentions to these details result in quality data.

The news media has again cited Hinkley, California, as having higher than normal
levels of hexavalent chromium (chromium 6) in groundwater. Dr. John Morgan,
epidemiologist, at the Desert Sierra Cancer Surveillance Program, describes an
update to this recurring news in Preliminary Assessment of Cancer Occurrence in
the Hinkley Census Tract, 1996-2008.

The Editorial Board thought it would be of interest to add a viewpoint of 2010
data changes from the facility based cancer registry. The article How We Did It is an
amalgam on how three facilities were able to maintain a high level of completeness
through the data changes. The Editorial Board welcomes original articles from
cancer registrars. If any reader would like to share a procedure, remedy, or an
experience please contact me.

The Commission on Cancer's new CAnswer system consists of a blog of question
and answers. It can be challenging to decide the answer to any given question. The
article Is That Your Final Answer? describes how to determine the final answer for
the Collaborative Stage forums.

An important part of Spring is National Cancer Registrars Week, April 11-15. The
California Cancer Registry acknowledges all of your professionalism and
dedication that proves Cancer Registrars Pave the Way to a Cure!

Is That Your Final Answer?

As part of the statewide cancer surveillance program of California, theDesert
Sierra Cancer Surveillance Program (DSCSP) provides monitoring of cancer
occurrence in Inyo, Mono, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties, that currently
include approximately four million residents. The DSCSP serves as part of the
statewide California Cancer Registry (CCR), and has evaluated cancer occurrence in
the Census Tract encompassing Hinkley, San Bernardino County, on two previous
occasions. These results, which initially covered cases diagnosed from 1988-1993
were updated on September 25, 2000, to include findings for 1988-1998. No excess
occurrence of all invasive cancers combined was found in either evaluation.

Recent newspaper and media reports have described higher than normal levels of
hexavalent chromium (chromium 6) in groundwater in the vicinity of Hinkley,
California. These reports have raised concerns that the occurrence of cancer could
be elevated in the population living in the area around Hinkley. In response to these
concerns, the DSCSP conducted a third assessment of observed and expected counts
of new invasive cancer cases in the Hinkley Census Tract for 1996-2008. Findings
from this recent assessment serve as an update to previous reports.

Click here to continue this article.

Imagine our surprise, and pleasure, when we received a compliment from Cynthia
Creech, Data Collection Unit Chief, California Cancer Registry for being among the
few facilities in our region to be at the expected level of completeness at this point in
time. Sutter Auburn Faith was at 37% with Sutter Medical Center Sacramento
inching up at 25% towards the expected goal of 42%. 2010 has presented every



http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=x5v6locab&v=001cNWX07JYSkTlmFZp3cR3YNG5GlGdNJeZVM53fOOY4tUcIy-6Q23sNlTIE6oLXYi3xmEIaQCNlunWuVZSdoEV-CBdtMfwbk1ykiGyq90nCKiahaYwjU1lseiPejtfpIs8Wgig3wrXVgKRmjPRmW9jpeX9dODtAmFL0DtviVw302pIrm1pDYtN8tarXn1MV4iR-I86shsunCw3tzRe0u8foRLdni4kUY85FpiobI_rIGu-etmvDVZGesHO6Vuj_2DNZR4FvDKnWnQxsQ-T5GDk5TSymw24uW1Ci1UAGZ1i6c27LkioFc_m-D_1rUcXkyUvIvcDtSKPoSoGzbFjmwY14ZepGjHFyAEv&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK11
mailto:Shawky.Matta@cpic.org
mailto:dmorrell@usc.edu
mailto:RCassady@llu.edu
http://www.ncra-usa.org/
http://www.blsmeetings.net/2011SEERAdvancedTopics/
http://www.naaccr.org/
mailto:Shawky.Matta@cpic.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=x5v6locab&et=1104920924556&s=-1&e=001wehIOv8qnuaQSmZSUe1gjAFf-wkqB369cLMM-qg07TJUpb_XFeYbPUTvM3bWbt7TtqvdsKKGY74sfGU2kjiTmtcp7PJ5PsG-PyMRK2gbFRI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=x5v6locab&et=1104920924556&s=-1&e=001wehIOv8qnub3j9D8tII-2baeUaddZZPbNEI1fc85wAH8e40VWC5VqyUh9SX3DWcVenNmx-re7rRW-v1sAwfmzpH9HzEBwA_QsIn8dTz5JpPSHY3tJ7xHQ82HQcGcAfv4W-EhWmYHOYI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=x5v6locab&et=1104920924556&s=-1&e=001wehIOv8qnuacp2qEFq6BfEA5SYV-QMuWs-Wqvsq2iUkV22cQeKeExW1JirIHwFXeSyzLqwY0gAVSUFdQUCshH4dneeeYAoOcqA1agMzCU4c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=x5v6locab&et=1104920924556&s=-1&e=001wehIOv8qnuYpd5p1cqBre8VIINl8mkPjC8dk1dvlW5t9A51sGEiUr95cCmDd1XukVfyC3LXx7EnGIMd_IHyBuTmhDfR6vK4BAgstLltFTQUKtUIRTkpmoopqGWUkRgEBgrtm9BprxTLFZWfeQZ5pZ2rO8qfvF5pmrKTwrFZ1lbLVX2cBZ-sK_j6nkZOLnLAV
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=x5v6locab&et=1104920924556&s=-1&e=001wehIOv8qnuaKIVzBPSk9LWoUMvLVpxmdq9mo7zTnqXXzVPw_-JukkVyJX9cXont-P9SZmv2_8ZAoywdWAEPLGbEnzDQVDlQudSaMrr3YJpqX90l56NxMoJ0yLlYxonUJVNvJhY9zt1pGNnaafChUyzSdIDycXDBW-ZieyF6P0WbhCRxOPd-9sL_asbSEZ7Ob
http://www.ncra-usa.org/

registrar in the state with very challenging circumstances, so Ms. Creech asked us to
share "How we did it!"

We have maintained a close working relationship with our regional state registry
unit. On their recommendation, we identified all 2010 cases diagnosed in 2009 and
abstracted them early into the 2009 database prior to initiating the 2010 case
accession. This enabled us to continue to abstract cases while waiting for the new
version of CNEXT to be released.

Click here to continue this article.

The Commission on Cancer Inquiry and Response system was replaced with the
CAnswer Forum with the implementation of CSv2. Until recently, unlike all other
forums in the CAnswer Forum, users of the Collaborative Stage Forums could not
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