
 

 

Quality Control Unit 

Data Alert – 2026-05 

Announcement from SEER - PI-RADS and LI-RADS 

Please see the following official announcement from SEER regarding PI-RADS and LI-RADS:  

On behalf of SEER, we would like to formally announce an update to their coding instructions regarding 
PI-RADS and LI-RADS. NCI SEER has decided to adopt the same instructions regarding PI-RADS and LI-
RADS as the STORE manual (CoC) putting both standard setters back in alignment. 

This is applicable as of NOW (your next prostate or liver case). Per the 2026 STORE Manual: PI-RADS 
and/or LI-RADS results alone are not reportable to CoC. PI-RADS and/or LI-RADS confirmed with biopsy 
or physician statement are reportable to CoC. The date of the biopsy or definitive statement from the 
physician is the Date of Diagnosis. 

Please note: 

• There is no recommendation to review cases already abstracted for 2018+. You do not need to 
review any older cases. Start applying this rule to the next Prostate or Liver case you abstract. 

• Please note that any previous versions of the SEER Manual/appendices, including the 2026 SEER 
manual and the 2026 Appendix E will NOT be updated. This update will be included in the 2027 
SEER manual and appendices. 

• Relevant SINQ questions will be updated within the next month. 

Previously, SEER changed their rules regarding PI-RADS and LI-RADS in 2018 to: 

• When the only information was available was PI-RADS or LI-RADS report with a 4 or 5, that case 
was considered reportable 

• If a report had a PI-RADS or LI-RADS with a 4 or 5 with a subsequent biopsy, the date of 
diagnosis was the date of the PI-RADS or LI-RADs. 

• Note: These instructions only apply to PI-RADS and LI-RADS. SEER coding instructions regarding 
remaining RADS were always in alignment with the STORE manual. 

Prior to 2021, SEER followed the same instructions as CoC. 

The decision to change reportability for PI-RADS and LI-RADS was based on the terminology that was 
used in these reports; however, this decision caused great confusion amongst the SEER community. 
After NCI SEER discussed this both internally and with the SEER Central Registries, we have decided to 
remove this  instruction.                                                                                                           

We hope this change will make abstracting prostate and liver cases slightly easier for you. 

Please send any questions to Ask a SEER Registrar - SEER Registrars and choose category SEER Manual. 

Jennifer Ruhl and Pamela Sanchez 

April 3, 2026 

https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fseer.cancer.gov%2Fregistrars%2Fcontact.html__%3B!!LQC6Cpwp!osZ5JwE791juIHgp2pqqnULQqOM901SYIXEDuGOPO1eMib_VexmRXwv1DLmPJZ1Rw22JPweXIwQfmQD2ZFXlbkPLOZ9F%24&data=05%7C02%7Cmbrant%40health.ucdavis.edu%7Cf53952956c434c81060908de91c3b286%7Cd791615b4e1b48b08c51101688e1999b%7C0%7C0%7C639108466858148128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pNU6x5aicqR%2BPqm8Mx9840izcpOctAk9OGhEd6p4N0w%3D&reserved=0

